
 

                   
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE – BE PREPARED 
Officials at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) recently announced that 
projected climate conditions point to a near normal hurricane season this year. In its initial outlook 
for the 2009 Atlantic hurricane season, which runs from June through November, NOAA’s National 
Weather Service Climate Prediction Center calls for a 50 percent probability of a near-normal 
season, a 25 percent probability of an above-normal season and a 25 percent probability of a below-
normal season. Global weather patterns are imposing a greater uncertainty in the 2009 hurricane 
season outlook than in recent years. Forecasters say there is a 70 percent chance of having nine 
to 14 named storms, of which four to seven could become hurricanes, including one to three 
major hurricanes (Category 3, 4 or 5 on the Saffir-Simpson Scale).  As everyone living in a costal 
area should know, planning and preparation is the key to surviving a hurricane.  Officials have urged 
the public to renew their  hurricane preparedness now that Hurricane Season has officially started. 

Shepherd Forest Civic Club Monthly Meeting 
 

Monday, June 15th @ 7:00 pm 

Garden Oaks Baptist Church (Library) – 3200 N. Shepherd 

Topic:  2009 Hurricanes – What You Should Know 
 

SFCC  meetings are held on the third Monday of every month and YOU are invited  to attend. 

 

In the event of a hurricane, people can be seriously injured, or sometimes killed, and property 
damages can run into millions of dollars. Just think - If a hurricane headed toward Houston tomorrow, 
would you be prepared?   It is a good idea to keep an adequate supply of disaster supplies on hand, 
including flashlights, candles, matches, portable or battery operated radio, first aid kit, emergency 
food and water, essential medicines, cash and credit cards, and non-electric can opener.  Have a 
plan of action and listen to local emergency officials on TV and radio (KTRH-AM 740 is the 
designated Emergency Alert Station for the Houston area) for the latest information and instructions. 
The Harris County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) has the job of preparing Harris County 
and its residents to respond to and recover from the effects of disasters and emergencies, such as 
hurricanes.  Please join us at the June 15th Shepherd Forest Civic Club meeting to hear a 
representative from the OEM, discuss the 2009 Hurricane Season and how we should be prepared.   
 

 

EMERGENCY EVACUATION ASSISTANCE – DIAL 211 
Recently, City and County leaders launched a new emphasis on registering qualified citizens for 
assistance during emergency evacuations, such as hurricanes.  Residents with “special needs” or  
those without means of transportation in the event of an emergency evacuation, can sign up 
for this free program.  The information is passed to the City so that it can provide area residents 
adequate transportation in the event of an emergency situation.   Pre-registering on the 211 system 
helps identify those who need assistance as well as what kind of assistance they might require so 
that the City can make advance arrangements.  Residents can dial 211 to get pre-registered and take 
advantage of this free evacuation assistance program.  Sign up today – its now hurricane season !! 
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SFCC YARD OF THE MONTH CONTEST 
Despite rising temperatures and a lack of rainfall, most residents are still able to maintain their lawn 
and gardens pretty well. Judging of yards is being done on the first full weekend of every month and 
will continue throughout the summer.   Our congratulations are sent to each of the residents who 
were chosen as our Yard of the Month Winners for the month of June.  They are as follows: 

 

Section 1 –  MARK & JAN HERVEAT – 1019 West 30th 
This eye-catching yard displays an assortment of color found in marigolds, impatiens, photinias,  
hibiscus, and  more. The combination of a beautiful crepe myrtle surrounded by impatiens, and the 
well manicured hedges and lawn, reflect the attentive care given to this deserving winner. 
                                                                                   

Section 2 –  FRANCISCA TORRES– 1731 Wilde Rock 
A perfectly manicured lawn spotlights this enormous winning yard.  Brick planter boxes are filled with 
an array of attractive plants including pretty roses, Sago palms, ivy and several others. Many colors 
are splashed across the yard by a variety of bright hibiscus, oleander and blue plumbago plants. 
 

Section 3 –  ROGER & GERRY BARBEAU – 4106 Marlborough 
Our judges found the display of this yard and it’s eco-friendliness beyond words.  A mixture of native 
plants and succulents give this yard a unique edge, while also proving there is beautiful color found in 
the many native plants of Texas. The combination of colors & texture made this yard an easy winner. 
 

All winners will be recognized and receive a certificate at the next Shepherd Forest Civic Club 
meeting on Monday, June 15th at 7:00 pm at the Garden Oaks Baptist Church.  Many thanks go to 
ALL residents who take pride in their homes, maintaining their yards and keeping our neighborhood 
looking so attractive!   Shepherd Forest is truly a beautiful neighborhood in which to live. 

 
 

Happy Birthday wishes are sent to LYNETTE TIDWELL who will celebrate her 
birthday on June 24th……… Special wedding anniversary congratulations are 
sent to RICHARD & DELINDA HOLLAND (6/24), GENE & DELL 

HIGHTOWER (6/26),  JAMES & RITA BILNOSKI (6/26) and JOHN & HELEN JENKINS (6/29)…... A 
very special “Happy Fathers Day” (June 21st) wish goes to each of the many fathers that are living 
in Shepherd Forest……Speedy recovery wishes are sent to VIRGINIA HILL  who is currently in the 
hospital…...Deepest sympathy is extended to our Security Coordinator RUTH LEPLER and family on 
the recent passing of her husband & long-time patroller, HERB LEPLER ……Warm congratulations 
are sent to  JUSTIN ANDERSON and his St. Pius High School baseball team on their recent TAPPS 
5A State Championship win. Justin is a longtime newsletter distributor for the civic club……. A huge 
Shepherd Forest “Welcome!” goes to our new neighbor, MARTI NELSON, on Bron Holly……..Early 
July birthday wishes go to JOSHUA KOPP (7/8), MYRTLE HARRIS (7/10), REBECCA BAUMAN 
(7/11), and LEONARD NAWARA (7/14)…….If you are a new resident in the neighborhood or have 
news of birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, hospitalizations, or any other news you wish to share 
with your neighbors,  please call the SF PartyLine at 713-868-4062 and leave a detailed message. 

 

  

 HOUSTON CELEBRATES FOURTH OF JULY  

Fireworks will fly and tunes will fill the air at Houston’s star-spangled Fourth of July celebration, 
Freedom Over Texas with Fireworks Presented by Shell. This year’s event, saluting 
Houston’s military heroes and honoring the 40th anniversary of NASA’s Apollo XI Lunar 
Landing, will feature the largest land-based fireworks show in the nation, unbeatable 
entertainment, and a lively outdoor festival.  Admission is FREE.  On Saturday, July 4, Clay 
Walker will ignite the stage and the concert will be followed by the fireworks show. Both the concert 
and the fireworks will be televised live on KTRK-TV (ABC), Ch.13 from Eleanor Tinsley Park.  For more info, 
visit www.houstontx.gov/july4 or call the City’s 311 Helpline (Dial 311). F311reedom Texas with Firework the  

 

Printing of this newsletter was generously donated bY 

BASIC BLUE PRINT - 3500 East T.C. 
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Jester– (713) 957-3333 

Shepherd Forest Citizens on Patrol Report 
There will be no Security Report this month due to the recent passing of Herb Lepler, a long-time 
SFCC Citizens on Patrol volunteer and husband of Security Coordinator, Ruth Lepler.  Herb was a 
dedicated and hard-working civic club volunteer and could always be counted on to do his regular 
patrol hours and days, and then “fill in” wherever he was needed.  Herb also volunteered to be the 

“Can Man.” - he often picked up aluminum cans and cashed them in to 
earn money for our Citizens on Patrol.  Another civic club position that Herb 
held for many years was that of Chief Cook at the SFCC Annual Fall Picnic. 
While everyone else enjoyed the afternoon of food and fun, Herb could 
always be found standing over the hot grill cooking his delicious hot dogs.  
Herb also helped with the SFCC newsletters each month and could be 
counted on to assist Ruth with other civic club activities such as the annual 

Christmas dinner, Easter Egg hunt and more.  Our heartfelt sympathy goes to Ruth and family on her 
loss, and to the many friends and neighbors who will also miss such a loyal and devoted civic club 
member, patroller, volunteer, & proud veteran.  Our Security Report column will resume next month.    
 
 

Summer Reading Program for Kids & Teens 
At All Houston Public Library Branches 

The Summer Reading Program at the Houston Public Library is a free incentive program 
to encourage kids and teens to read. The Summer Reading Program includes many 

diverse, free, educational and fun programs including entertainers, story times, 
science activities, crafts and other fun programming for kids and teens up to 18 

years of age.  Participants can earn lots of exciting incentives and also earn a 
chance to win a laptop, digital camera, coupons to cool restaurants and more. 

Programs are planned specifically for each age group. The Summer Reading 
Program dates are June 1 - August 1, 2009. Participants can register from their 

home computer through August 1st or can visit any Houston Public Library. For more 
information, please visit www.houstonlibrary.org or call the library at 832/393.1313. 

 

REPORT NEWSRACK VIOLATIONS TO 3-1-1 
The City of Houston’s recently passed newsrack ordinance is now in effect citywide.  The 

ordinance is aimed at eliminating the visual blight caused by the widespread placement 
of newsracks throughout the City.  The ordinance focuses on the design, maintenance 

and placement of newsracks.  Listed below are key details of the ordinance. If you see a 
violation of this ordinance, please take the time to report it to the City at 311. 

 The color of the entire newsrack including the coin box shall be forest green 
 A newsrack may not interfere or impede pedestrian access, entry or exit from a 

business, access to a legally parked or stopped vehicle, or the use of a traffic sign 
or signal, transit shelter, bus stop, mail box, or other public service 

 Every newsrack shall be placed so it opens toward the sidewalk 
 No newsrack shall be chained to any parking meter, kiosk, trash receptacle, street 

light, bus bench, bus stop, or any other structure other 
than the newsrack base. 

 No newsrack shall be placed within the three feet of any 
fire hydrant, parking meter, bench, trash receptacle and 

within five feet of any transit shelter, or bus stop. 

http://www.houstonlibrary.org/


 No newsrack shall be placed in such a manner as to be permanently affixed to any 

sidewalk, street, or other city property, & not placed within 20 feet of any 
crosswalk. 

PROHIBITED YARD PARKING ROGRAM 
City Council amended Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances to address the parking of vehicles on the front 

and side yard of single-family residential property. The Prohibited Yard Parking Program is intended to protect 

neighborhood property values, prevent damage to the City of Houston's underground infrastructure, and to 

stop the degradation of the aesthetic appearance of single-family residential areas. Once a Prohibited Yard 

Parking Requirement Area has been established, parking of vehicles on any unimproved surface in the front or 

side yard within single-family residential areas will be prohibited.   The Shepherd Forest Civic has recently 

applied for this program. 

SHEPHERD FOREST CIVIC CLUB REQUIRED NOTICE OF 
PROHIBITED PARKING REQUIREMENT - AREA APPLICATION: 

“The Shepherd Forest Civic Club has submitted an application for the establishment of a Prohibited Yard 

Parking Requirement Area (Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances) for Shepherd Forest Sections One, 

Two and Three (for boundary descriptions see http://www.shepherdforest.org/SFCC+Boundaries.doc), with the 

Houston Planning and Development Department. Once established, violating the Prohibited Yard Parking 

Requirement Area will be a misdemeanor and violators will receive a fine not to exceed $150 a day.  Protest to 

the establishment of the Prohibited Yard Parking Requirement Area can be filed with the City of Houston.  A 

written protest must be received by the City of Houston, Planning and Development Department, 

Neighborhood Services Division by June 22nd, 2009. For information, contact the Houston Planning and 

Development Dept at (713) 837-7931 or e-mail the SF Civic Club at info@shepherdforest.org.”   
 

Residential Garbage Collection Change s To Come 
According to Councilmember Toni Lawrence, the Solid Waste Department has re-routed certain areas in the 
NW and NE quadrants for Automated Garbage Collection & Yard Trimmings Collection.  The purpose of the 
re-route is to balance routes for more efficient and speedy service.  This means that some residents will 
experience service day changes for Automated Garbage & Yard Trimmings collection (Heavy 
Trash and Recycling collection days will not change). New service day collection changes will 
begin Monday, June 29th.  Solid Waste will be sending out two (2) rounds of postcards, notifying 
residents that will be impacted.  They will also be sending out notification via CitizensNet, updating 
their web site, as well as doing a Phone Bank dial-out.  The Solid Waste Department service maps 
may be viewed by using the following link & clicking the automated garbage service change link: 
http://www.houstontx.gov/council/a/links.html  For a complete look at collections services in your 
area  visit http://egis.houstontx.gov/solidwaste.htm  or call the City’s Helpline by dialing 311. 
 
 

CITY OF HOUSTON SWIMMING POOLS OPEN 
Swimming Classes for Children and Adults Available This Summer   

With summer temperatures outside already starting to sizzle, it might be a good idea to take your family to one of the 
many free City swimming pools to cool off. Two pools near SF are conveniently located on Oak Forest @ Judiway and the 

4600 block of West T.C. Jester. The 2009 swim season has already opened and runs through Labor Day 
weekend. Certain pools will continue to operate on a reduced-hours basis during the fall.   The pools are 
staffed by American Red Cross certified lifeguards. The Houston Parks and Recreation Department and the 
American Red Cross will offer swimming classes for children and adults this summer. For a list of pool 
locations and swimming lesson registration information, visit the City website at 
www.houstontx.gov/parks/learntoswim.html or call the City Helpline (dial 311).  

THE SHEPHERD FOREST CIVIC CLUB WISHES YOU  

A HAPPY AND SAFE FOURTH OF JULY !!! 

http://www.shepherdforest.org/SFCC+Boundaries.doc
mailto:info@shepherdforest.org
http://www.houstontx.gov/council/a/links.html
http://egis.houstontx.gov/solidwaste.htm
http://www.houstontx.gov/parks/learntoswim.html

