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Scotts Gardening Expert to Speak 

Spring is just around the corner and the recent warm, sunny days, have forced us to   get 
outside and start making plans for our spring lawn and gardens.   Don’t miss the opportunity to 
get a jump on weeds, trimming, planting, fertilizing and more. Spring will officially start on 

Friday, March 20th, so the next week or two is definitely the time to get fresh ideas 
and helpful suggestions to get our yards into shape. 

 
The Shepherd Forest Civic Club will host a gardening professional from the Scotts 

Company at the civic club meeting to be held Monday, March 16th. This gardening 

specialist will discuss lawn care and preparation,  gardens, what to “trim or 
not trim”, and how to “get started” in our yards for spring.  Choosing the 

right fertilizer, installing and/or preparing spring flower beds, and the use of plant 
variety in our yards, are just a few of the many other lawn and garden related 

topics to be discussed. This will be a most interesting and informative meeting and 

you will have the opportunity to ask a professional for advice on your lawn, flowers, 
garden, trees,  or any other lawn and garden related topic of interest to you.   Don’t miss this 

great opportunity ! 
 

  Shepherd Forest Civic Club Meeting 

  Garden Oaks Baptist Church - Library 

  Monday, March 16th at 7:00 pm 
 

If you haven’t been to a civic club meeting in a while, come and see what you have been 

missing.  This would be a great time to ask a neighbor to attend the meeting with you.   
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HUNT & EASTER BUNNY ON APRIL 4th 

òYARD OF THE MONTHó SET FOR APRIL 
The Shepherd Forest Civic Club Yard of the Month Contest begins each year in the month of April, 
with judging of yards being done on the first full weekend of each month.  Yards are 
judged on best ñoverall appearanceò and a variety of beautiful yards have won in the 
past.  Some winners included lawns with beautiful shrubs and greenery and other 
yards were filled with flowers of beautiful spring colors.  Homeowners and renters are 
eligible to win the contest, so there are no excuses for not getting your yard into shape!  
 

Volunteers are needed to serve as judges for this contest. What a great volunteer job ï 
just ride through the neighborhood and look at lovely yards!  It takes less than an hour a month (April 
through September) and your help would be greatly appreciated.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 
you to get involved with your civic club, especially if your time is very limited.  Please consider this 
ñfunò opportunity to help out.  Contact  any civic club officer or director listed in this newsletter if you 
are interested in serving on the Yard of the Month Contest Committee. Donôt forget that helpful lawn 
and garden tips can be heard at the March 16th  civic club meeting.   Please make plans to attend ! 

 

 
Late March Happy Birthday wishes are sent to JONATHAN EVANICKY (3/18), 
EARL COOKE (3/20), RITA GIBLIN (3/24), and DELORES MUSKE (3/29). Early 

April birthdays are many, and warm congratulations are sent to the following:  PAT 
WHIPPLE (4/1), VICTOR CORONADO (4/3), TRAVIS BUTTRAM (4/3),  IVA KNOX (4/4), DELLE 
HIGHTOWER (4/4), BRIAN BAUMAN (4/4), ALLISON BUTTRAM (4/4),  HERB LEPLER (4/7), and CURTIS 
HAZEL (4/8)ééA big Shepherd Forest ñWelcome!ò goes to our new neighbor, JODY RAMIREZ, who moved 
onto Guese Street in Section 1 .éWedding anniversary congratulations are sent to BRIAN & BECKY 
BAUMAN as they celebrate on March 13th..é.Best wishes for continued recovery are  sent to VIRGINIA HILL 
as she heals from recent shoulder surgery. é..Warm thoughts are sent to former resident SARAH BURNHAM 
as she recovers from a recent hospital stayéé..Hope youôre better soon RUTH LEPLER éé Deepest 
sympathy is extended to the family and friends of longtime Bron Holly resident MAMIE RAY, who passed away 
recently.  If you have a birthday, illness, anniversary, or any other news for the SF PartyLine, please call  (713) 
868-4062. 
 
 

INTERESTED IN A LIFESAVING CPR COURSE? 
More than 250,000 Americans die each year of sudden cardiac arrest, but the American Heart Association 
estimates that many of them could be saved by quickly calling 911, initiating cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR), & fast follow-up by  medical personnel.     
 
If you are interested in being trained (or re-trained) in the latest CPR techniques, the 
Shepherd Forest Civic Club would like to hear from you.  As in the past, if enough SF 
residents are interested in CPR, a training session will be scheduled and you will be notified 
of the date and time.  The course will be one evening only and will be taught by a Red Cross 
certified instructor.   If you are interested in attending this CPR training session, call Delores 
Muske at (713) 861-8710 and reserve your space for the class. 
 
 

HAVE YOU  EVER FLOODED???     

The SFCC is compiling a map of our neighborhood marked with every home that has experienced any type 
of flooding or sewer backup problems (related to heavy rains).  At the request of the Cityôs Public Works 
Department, we will forward this information to them to help make plans for improved drainage throughout 
Shepherd Forest.  Please call our civic club president, Joe Nieto, at (713) 686-1923 to have your home marked 
on the map.  Residents are also encouraged by Councilmember Toni Lawrence to report any past flooding 
or sewer backup problems, regardless of how long ago it occurred, to the Cityôs 311 helpline so that an 
official tally can be made. Your call can make a huge difference in the services we receive from the City ï 
CALL TODAY. 



ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT  
to be held on Saturday, April 4

th
 at 10:00 am 

Only a few weeks left until the exciting Shepherd Forest Civic Club ANNUAL 
EASTER EGG HUNT scheduled for Saturday, April 4th at 10:00am.  This much 

anticipated civic club event will again be held at Stonecrest Park, located on East T.C. 
Jester at Stonecrest.  All Shepherd Forest residents and their children are invited and 
encouraged to attend this special family event.  No one is too young or too old to attend 
the Egg Hunt!  Children participating in the egg hunt are divided into groups by age and a 
separate egg hunt area will be available for babies/young toddlers. EVERY participant 
will win a prize at the egg hunt.  The Easter Bunny will be on hand to greet the children 
and pose for pictures, so bring your camera, along with a lawn chair and an Easter 
basket.    Refreshments will be served immediately following the Easter Egg Hunt. 
 

Donations of individually wrapped candy & prizes such as books, crayons, Easter goodies, baby 
toys, etc. will be taken at the March civic club meeting.  So if you are at the store, grab an extra bag 
of candy for the Easter Egg Hunt. Of course, cash donations to the Egg Hunt are always gladly 
accepted!   For more information about the Easter Egg Hunt or to donate candy and/or prizes, call  
(713) 680-3956.  Mark your calendars now for Saturday, April 4th and donôt miss this egg-citing event ! 
  

Search on for Senior Trip Coordinator  
Recent trips for our senior residents on buses provided by Harris County Precinct 4 have been quite 
interesting and fun.  Unfortunately, we are without a trip coordinator and the program 
has been suspended until we find one. Please contact any SFCC officer or Board 
member if you would like to volunteer to serve as Trip Coordinator or should you 
have any suggestions as to a location or an upcoming event in our area that may be 
of interest for a future bus trip.   This is a great opportunity  for you to  ñget involvedò  in your own 
neighborhood and help keep a fun program going for our residents.  Please ï consider volunteering. 

 
 

SF Civic Club Members Win Prizes  
Several lucky Shepherd Forest Civic Club members were again reminded that ñit pays to be a civic 
club member!ò   Congratulations go to the following civic club members who were lucky winners in the 
drawing that was held at the February Shepherd Forest Civic Club meeting: 
 

                        DON EVANS ï $25 Gift Card to Chiliôs 
               HERB LEPLER ï $25 Gift Card to CheeseCake Factory 
                      RAY HALEY - $10 Gift Card to Dennyôs 
              ROSEMARY BARTOS - $40 Gift Card to Rainbow Lodge 
                       

If you still have not joined the SFCC, it’s not too late to do so.  Your membership dues are vital 
to the success of the Shepherd Forest Civic Club and the betterment of our community.  We 
encourage every home (regardless of whether you rent or own your home) to become a member. 
 

NAME(S)________________________________________________________  
 

HOME PHONE ____________________  CELL PHONE  ____________________ 
 

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________ 
 

EMAIL ________________________________________________________ 
 

Please send in this membership form along with your $20 per household membership dues to the 
Shepherd Forest Civic Club, P.O. Box 925282, Houston, Texas 77292-5282.  Make checks to: SFCC. 



  SHEPHERD FOREST SECURITY REPORT 
Security Coordinator Ruth Lepler reports that over 103 hours of patrolling our streets were 

logged in by our dedicated Citizens on Patrol members last month.  Many thanks to each of 
them for their time and efforts.  Crime reported to our Citizens on Patrol last month included the 
burglary of  tool sheds in the 1900 and 2300 blocks of Ansbury, and someone sleeping in 
their car and acting suspicious in the 1200 block of Stonecrest.   In the 1400 block of 

Wilde Rock the windows were broken out of a truck and it was also reported that a group of 
suspicious people riding around on bicycles were peering into opened garages and windows throughout 
Section 1.  In Section 3, malfunctioning house alarms were reported on Havel and Helberg and a domestic 
disturbance was reported in the 4300 block of Marlborough. Residents on Gardendale  reported that 
rocks has been thrown threw their windows.  Suspicious people wandering and driving through our 
neighborhood continue to be a problem reported to HPD and our Citizens on Patrol every month. Be on the 
lookout for anyone or anything suspicious going on in our neighborhood and report all suspicious activity to 
HPD immediately!  
 
Residents are reminded to have a yellow “SF” identification sticker on all personal vehicles belonging to SF 
residents.  Stickers are free and can be obtained at the civic club meeting or by calling our Security 
Coordinator Ruth Lepler at 713-681-4143.  Ruth reminds us to always be observant and pay attention to what 
is going on around us at all times.  Please report  ALL crimes, regardless of how insignificant they may seem, 
to HPD immediately by calling 9-1-1 for life threatening emergencies or by calling (713) 884-3131 for non-
life-threatening emergencies.   After you have contacted HPD, please remember to contact of our Citizens 
on Patrol and let them know what has happened so they can be on special alert  while in your area of our 
neighborhood.   
 

 

SHOPPING OR MAKING MONEY ?  DO BOTH  
AT THE SFCC NEIGHBORHOOD SALE !! 

 SATURDAY, MARCH 21 ST  *  8 AM -  1 PM  
Itôs time to do a little ñspring cleaningò and get rid of all that extra ñjunkò around the house and garage.  Why not 
make a few extra bucks and sell your stuff at the Annual SFCC Neighborhood Rummage Sale? Donôt miss 
some exciting selling and shopping opportunities at the sale scheduled for Saturday, March 21st in the 
parking lot of Waltrip High School (1900 West 34th).  Residents who want to sell their goods will have the 
opportunity to use this event as an alternative to a garage/yard sale at their home.  Residents that want to shop 
for bargains will have the opportunity to shop at a number of individual rummage sale booths, all at one 
time and one convenient location.   Donôt miss your chance at the March 21st Shepherd Forest Civic Club 
Annual Neighborhood Sale !!   
 
The sale will be open to the public from 8:00 am until 1:00 pm. No selling is allowed before 8:00 am; 
however, sellers may set up their rental space as early as 7:00 am and are asked to leave the property by 1:30 

pm.  Sellers keep ALL their PROFITS and the SFCC receives no profit from the sale of 
merchandise. Sellers are totally responsible for their booths at all times and must leave their 
booth free of sale items and/or trash.  A donation truck will be on the premises for any 
unsold items that you wish to donate to charity.  With lots of advertising and the usual busy 
Saturday traffic on West 34th  a large shopping crowd is expected for the sale.  If you would 
like more sale information or registration forms, please call Sale Coordinator Kevin 
Taylor at 713-862-9491 and leave a message.  Whether buying or selling at the Rummage 
Sale, this will be another great opportunity brought to you by the SF Civic Club. There is still 

time to start cleaning out today !!! 
 
 

 

 

 

Printing of this  newsletter was generously donated by  
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